


Whenever any form of works are undertaken on or near a 
roadway, traffic control is the critical component used to ensure 
maximum safety is attained for both workers and the general 
public. Traffic control not only protects the workers and the 
public road users including motorists, cyclists and pedestrians, 
it also assists in maintaining the flow of traffic, minimizing 
the frustrations felt by motorists. Traffic control devices such 
as warning signage placed in advance of the work site are 
an integral element of traffic control. They assist in reducing 
motor vehicle accidents and traffic congestion, and improve the 
efficiency of the surface transportation system.

Technigro are proud to have recently appointed Matt 
Mulquin into the position of Senior Co-ordinator of 
Traffic Operations. Matt has been involved in the 
Traffic Management industry for several years. Matt 
previously worked as the Manager for Skild Traffic 
and is a Certified Traffic Management Auditor. 

Matt’s number one focus is safety, and since joining the Technigro 
Team in February, he has developed and implemented a range 
of policies and procedures to ensure that Technigro are MUTCD 
compliant at all times.

In Australia, the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD Part 3, 2010) defines the minimum standards for 
traffic control devices during roadside work. All road managers 
are required to install appropriate devices prior to commencing 
work, and then ensure these devices are properly maintained 
for the duration of the works. 

Up until this point in time, these regulations have not always 
been closely monitored or enforced. This is probably because 
the cost associated with full compliance would inevitably have 
to be passed onto customers, who are already struggling to 
balance their maintenance budgets. These days have come 
to an end. As of April this year, road managers can expect an 
increase in site audits on the Gold Coast by approximately 30%. 
Failure to pass these audits will result in an automatic shutdown 
of the work site, followed by a full investigation by the QLD 
Department of Transport and Main Roads.

Over the past 12 months, Technigro have been developing 
their traffic control capability to the point where we are able to 
deliver fully MUTCD compliant traffic control services on both 
minor and major roads. To ensure our continual compliance, 
Matt established a MUTCD staff handbook, implemented a 
number of new procedures to guarantee compliance, and has 
developed and implemented a training program to increase the 
number of traffic controllers within the organisation. Currently, 
Technigro have 15 certified traffic controllers, with another 6 to 
be trained in the near future.

Matt has also implemented a training program for those staff 
members who are not trained traffic controllers, but who from 
time to time are required to work within close proximity of a 
roadway. This program is designed to heighten awareness 

amongst all staff of the dangers of working near roadways. It 
also equips them with the knowledge to be able to correctly 
identify which work sites require traffic control, and which sites 
do not.

Under Matt’s guidance, Technigro was recently granted a 
provisional traffic control registration from the Department 
of Transport and Main Roads. This means the company is 
a registered traffic control company and is now certified to 
implement traffic control services alone or in conjunction with 
vegetation management services. Technigro has the ability to 
implement anything from a simple traffic control procedure on a 
residential street to a full lane closure on the M1. 

The result of these recent changes means Technigro are now 
capable of supplying approximately 95% of the required traffic 
control associated with their vegetation management services. 
This cuts the costs associated with traffic control by up to 40%, 
which is great news for our customers.

However cost savings are not the only benefits. Technigro is 
equipped to deliver traffic control at night when the roads are 
quieter. Road networks attract considerably less traffic during 
the night. Utilising this time for roadside maintenance means 
greater efficiency and a safer working environment for staff 
and community, while also minimising the number of motorists 
affected. There is also the added bonus of a reduction in our 
carbon footprint with night work requiring only one traffic control 
vehicle, as opposed to the two required during day works.

Technigro has also implemented a mobile traffic control system. 
This system works with the traffic flow, rather than against it, 
permitting maintenance activities to be completed in a seamless, 
integrated manner. This system replaces an old-fashioned 
stagnant traffic control system which required devices to be 
moved and set up again for each new section of road, saving 
both time and money and minimising disruption to the natural 
flow to traffic. 

Technigro is dedicated to raising current industry standards for 
vegetation management along roadsides, a reflection of our 
longstanding commitment to undertaking all roadside work in 
the safest, most efficient and cost effective manner possible. 
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In the news
Technigro gains traffic control registration

Roadside maintenance at night Full MUTCD compliance on both major and minor roads



30 March 2011 - Queensland Business Review

Technigro CEO Nick Bloor will help nurture the success of 
local firms after being appointed to the Queensland committee 
of the Family Business Australia (FBA) organisation.

With a foundation of starting as a small family-based 
operation, Technigro is an established business on the Gold 
Coast with over 20 years of experience in high-level vegetation 
management.

FBA is the peak body for family business, and is committed 
to the sustainability of all Australian families in business by 
providing access to specialist business and technical services.

Bloor says he is looking forward to the opportunities that the 
position will open up to him.

“This appointment will give me the chance to extend my 
knowledge of running a family business to others in the 
community – and maybe learn a few things myself from the 
businesses I’ll be working with,” he says.

According to Bloor, there is a “whole range” of issues that 
specifically affect family-run operations, and says it is 

important that they get the help they need.

“It’s an excellent initiative, and with the majority of businesses 
in Australia being family-based, it’s both relevant and of 
significant worth to the community,” he says.

The body’s members include multi-generational family 
businesses, first generation operators, multi-sibling and 
cousin-owned businesses and their advisers.

FBA Queensland Chapter boasts a dedicated committee, 
comprising family businesses and professional advisers. 
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In the news
Gold Coast CEO lends hand to family business

>	 27th Australian Turfgrass Conference & Trade Expo
	 Plan - Build - Play
	 13th - 17th June, Adelaide Convention Centre, SA 

>	 11th Queensland Weed Symposium
	 Weed Management - Back to Basics
	 31st July - 3rd August, 2011 Mackay, QLD 

>	 23rd Asian-Pacific Weed Science Conference
	 Weed Management in a Changing World
	 25th - 30th September, The Sebel, Cairns, QLD

Upcoming Events

Persimmon (Diospyros kaki) is a widely grown fruit tree in Australia, which has recently been 
recorded as becoming naturalised in south-eastern Queensland. Persimmon is an invasive, 
slow-growing tree that is capable of invading intact bushland and conservation areas. It is of 
particular concern as it has the ability to invade dry and less fertile sites that other weeds cannot 
normally invade. Learn more about Persimmon on page 7.

YOUR ALERT TO NEW AND EMERGING THREATS

Permisson

Australian Financial Review
April 5, 2011



Technigro have been working with the Brisbane City Council 
for the last 10 years, and have recently started using 
innovative mapping techniques to monitor the spread of pests 
throughout the area.

This technique allows data about single plants, cluster of 
weeds, linear infestations and spreads covering larger areas 
to be entered into a PDA device which has GPS capabilities. 
Species names and densities of the weed are recorded, and 
if required the life stage of the weed and other variables can 
also be entered into the device.

This comprehensive system of mapping has allowed the 
company to track the spread of the rapidly propagating Little 
bluestem, which has now been discovered in a number of 
conservation sites around Brisbane.

The seed of little bluestem is light and feathery nature, and 
as a result, can easily spread by the wind. They may also 
be dispersed by animal movement, water, vehicles, mowing 
equipment and in contaminated soil.

Little bluestem poses a major threat to native vegetation if 
left unchecked.  Brisbane City Council have been extremely 
proactive in working to mitigate the effects of introduced 
species of plants throughout the community. Despite this 
proactive approach, weeds like Little bluestem have appeared 
in a number of areas, namely the Brisbane Koala Bushlands 
at Burbank, in the nearby suburb of Mackenzie, and in the 
Chermside Hills Reserve.

This species has the potential to form dense infestations that 
replace native species in the understorey of plant communities 
and prevent their regeneration. Little bluestem may also 
replace more palatable grasses in pastures, thereby reducing 
pasture viability.

Fortunately, Technigro have been able to control these 
infestations. However, their existence points to the fact that 
asset managers need to be vigilant about these threats in 
order to prevent them possibly overwhelming other areas.

Technigro’s mapping technique provides high-quality data 
about which weed species are present in certain areas, and 
can be used for working out exactly how much of an area 
is effected and estimating the potential cost of any control 
measures. It also effective in prioritising which species or 
areas should be targeted for control first, as funds for weed 
management are often limited.

If mapping is carried out more than once, it can also be used 
to track the changes in weed populations over time or to 
demonstrate the success of control programs. Information 
such as this is vital for an organisation like the BCC, who rely 
on accurate figures to deliver value to ratepayers.

Mapping techniques are not only a comprehensive way 
of tracking the spread of weeds; they also give accurate 
predictions for the cost of eradicating these pests.

While Technigro have certainly encountered some potential 
threats in the area, Brisbane City Council’s foresight in dealing 
with the problem is certainly commendable, and Technigro are 
proud to work alongside them to deliver results for the people 
of Brisbane.
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Innovation Update
Technigro & BCC partner up to unearth weeds

Feathery seed-heads Plant in late spring



WHISKEY GRASS

WeedWise               
  

Andropogon virginicus

Photographs are courtesy of Dr Sheldon Navie

Description & life cycle

Whiskey grass is a weed of roadsides, disturbed sites, waste areas, pastures, wetlands, grasslands and open woodlands in sub-tropical and warmer 
temperate regions. Originally native to the Americas, this species is thought to have been introduced to Australia prior to 1900 in packing with 
American whiskey bottles.

Whiskey grass is a long-lived tussocky grass that usually grows 0.5-1.5 m tall. It develops a tuft of long and narrow leaves (up to 40 cm long and 
2-5 mm wide) at the base of the plant and then produces very upright and branched stems at certain times of the year. The seed-heads consist 
of numerous tiny branches (2-3 cm long) partly enclosed by brownish or bronze-coloured leafy bracts. The stalks of these branches are very 
slender and a cluster of fluffy seeds with long white hairs (5-10 mm long) is produced inside each of the leafy bracts.

This species prefers very open sunny areas and is particularly common along tracks and on roadsides, but unlike many exotic weeds it is also 
known to invade native plant communities that are deficient in nutrients. Whiskey grass remains as a hidden tuft of leaves during spring and sum-
mer, but in autumn it sends up numerous very upright leafy stems that produce vast quantities of fluffy wind-borne seeds. These stems quickly 
turn brownish-orange and die off by the end of autumn, when they are very obvious and highly flammable. The older stems are of low nutritional 
value to livestock, and therefore also reduce the productivity of invaded pastures.

Key features 

 > Long-lived tufted grass with very upright stems

 > Seeds prolifically for a short period during autumn

 > Stems turn brownish-orange and become very obvious during winter

Control 
1. Younger plants can be controlled manually by cutting the fibrous roots off below the crown. For mature plants, cut off the seed-heads and 

bag them, then cut out the plant as described above.

2. Broadacre spraying using a boom spray can efficiently kill large areas of this weed, but if this method is to be employed use caution as it can 
also kill large areas of desirable species. Individual plants can be spot-sprayed with herbicides when they are actively growing. This is best 
done when they are beginning to produce their upright stems, but prior to seed production. Herbicide control is usually not effective once 
the plant turns brownish-orange and stops growing.

3. In Queensland, herbicides including the active ingredients fluazifop, haloxyfop and glyphosate can be used to control perennial grasses such 
as Whiskey grass in non-crop areas via the conditions outlined on the APVMA off-label permit PER11463. In NSW, SA, WA and ACT her-
bicides including the active ingredients flupropanate, fluazifop and glyphosate can be used to control tussocky grasses such as Whiskey grass 
in non-crop areas via the conditions outlined on the APVMA off-label permit PER9792.

for smarter solutions

Your Provider of Vegetation Management Solutions                                   

Post: PO Box 2038, Burleigh BC, QLD. 4220

T: 1800 678 611  www.technigro.com.au

April 2011

Page 5



Page 6Page 6Page 6

1. Habit in summer.  2. Relatively broad leaves.  3. Dense thicket of Persimmon trees at Rochedale.  4. Young fruit with enlarged sepals.
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YOUR ALERT TO NEW AND EMERGING THREATS.

The Persimmon tree is thought to have originated in the Chang Jiang 
valley in China, but now has a much wider distribution in China, Taiwan 
and Japan as a result of spread though deliberate cultivation. It has also 
become naturalised in other parts of the world.

Distribution 
Persimmon is widely grown as a fruit tree in Australia. It has been recorded becoming naturalised 
on a handful of occasions in recent years in south-eastern Queensland. There are currently five 
confirmed herbarium records of naturalised specimens from the Moreton and Wide Bay districts. In 
recent years it has also been noted growing in bushland on the Gold Coast, in the Woodford area, 
and in Brisbane (e.g. in Toohey Forest and at Rochedale).

Description 
This tree usually grows up to 10 m tall, but may occasionally reach up to 25 m in height.  Its bark is 
greyish-brown and relatively smooth on younger trees, but turns blackish and becomes furrowed 
as the tree matures. Younger branchlets may be densely hairy to hairless and bear relatively large 
alternately arranged leaves (5-18 cm long and 2.5-9 cm wide). These leaves are borne on short 
stalks 8-20 mm long and are somewhat hairy when young. They are bright green when young, 
becoming dark green as they mature, and then turn yellow followed by reddish-orange prior to 
being shed in autumn.

Separate male and female flowers are usually produced on separate plants, but rarely some 
flowers may have both male and female parts. Female flowers are borne singly in the leaf forks, 
while male flowers are produced in 3-5 flowered clusters. Male flowers are smaller with four 
whitish or yellowish petals (6-9 mm long) and 14-24 stamens. Female flowers are larger, with 
petals 9-16 mm long, an ovary, and numerous partially formed stamens. The greenish sepals of 
the female flowers become enlarged and partially enclose the developing fruit. These rounded or 
flattened fruit are large berries (3-9 cm across) that closely resemble a tomato. They turn from 
green to yellow and then bright orange-red as they mature and contain a fleshy pulp within which 
may be found several large dark brown seeds (13-16 mm long). Naturalised Persimmon trees 
often have much smaller fruit than those of cultivated trees.

Persimmon (Diospyros kaki)
Introduced Not Declared

Quick Facts 

> A spreading tree usually growing up  
 to 10 m tall.

> Its leaves turn reddish-orange before  
 being shed in autumn.

> Separate male and flowers are usually 
 produced on different plants.

> Its large tomato-like fruit turn reddish 
 orange when mature.

Habitat 
Persimmon may become naturalised in a variety 
of habitats, but is usually found growing in intact 
or disturbed bushland under other trees. It 
has been found growing in moister sites along 
waterways as well as in rocky sites in drier 
eucalypt woodlands.

© Technigro Australia Pty Ltd 2011
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1. Comparison of the size difference between the fruit of cultivated (left) and wild (right) Persimmon trees.  2. Autumn leaves. (Photograph courtesy of  Forest Starr and Kim Starr of USGS)

Top. Mature fruit of native Diospyros. 
Bottom. Narrower leaves of native Diospyros.
Above photographs courtesy of Rob Whyte

Reproduction and Dispersal 
This species mainly reproduces by seed, which may be spread by birds, bats and 
other animals that eat the fruit. This is the reason why it is beginning to appear in the 
understorey of relatively intact bushland and conservation areas, usually under trees 
where such animals roost. Persimmon also has the capability to produce suckers and re-
shoot from the base of the plant if damaged.

Why is it an Emerging Threat? 
While Persimmon is a slow-growing species and takes a relatively long time to reach 
reproductive maturity, it has weed potential due to the types of habitats that it is capable 
of invading. It is of concern because it is becoming established in relatively intact bushland 
away from the margins of conservation areas, and because it is appearing in drier and 
less fer tile sites that other weeds cannot invade.

Control Methods 
Small or immature specimens can be removed manually, however care must be taken to 
ensure that the crown is removed. The use of herbicides for the control of Persimmon is 
not well known, and none are specifically registered for this species in Australia. However, 
it is likely to be susceptible to a range of herbicides including Glyphosate, Picloram, 
Triclopyr and Dicamba when applied using methods such as cut and paint, basal barking 
and stem injection.

In Queensland, the previously mentioned range of herbicides can be used to control 
environmental weeds such as Persimmon via the APVMA off-label permit number 11463 
(http://permits.apvma.gov.au/PER11463.PDF). Unless otherwise stated in this permit, the 
use of the product must be in accordance with instructions on its label. Within other 
state boundaries, it is recommended that all managers consult any relevant permits or 
government legislation applicable to their region.

Look a-likes 
This plant is quite distinctive when in fruit or in the 
autumn when its leaves turn orange-red. However, 
it can be relatively difficult to distinguish when not 
in flower or when young. There are several native 
Diospyros species in Australia, however these plants 
usually have narrower leaves (1-5 cm wide) and 
much smaller fruit (1-3 cm across) that often turn 
brown or black when mature.
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The control methods referred to in Weed Watch™ should be used in accordance with the restrictions (federal and state legislation and local government laws) directly or indirectly related 
to each control method. These restrictions may prevent the utilisation of one or more of the methods referred to, depending on individual circumstances. While every care is taken to ensure 
the accuracy of this information, Technigro does not invite reliance upon it, nor accept responsibility for any loss or damage caused by actions based on it.

This information has been developed with the assistance of Dr Sheldon Navie. Photographs are also courtesy of  Dr Sheldon Navie, Forest Starr and Kim Starr of USGS and Rob Whyte 
© Technigro Australia Pty Ltd 2011
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