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Welcome to the April edition of The Vegetation Manager.

This month features our latest edition of Weed Watch, your alert to new and emerging threats. Northern 
Olive (Chionanthus ramiflora) is native to the coastal districts of northern and central Queensland. It was 
originally cultivated as an ornamental but has begun to spread from planted specimens and has recently 
become naturalised in the western suburbs of Brisbane. Northern Olive has a broad potential spread and 
is certainly a plant to watch out for.

We are pleased to feature Jyri Kaapro as a guest columnist. Jyri is a Research & Development specialist 
with Bayer and shares his knowledge on the effective use of Spearhead® in controlling broadleaf weeds. 

Technigro is extremely proud to have been featured in the current edition of the Landscape Contractor 
Magazine. The article written by Kate Heffernan focuses on Technigro’s commitment to finding better ways 
to manage vegetation.

Finally, the Vegetation Managers Forum is only a few days away on Thursday, April 22nd. With the mission 
of growing knowledge and networks the VMF has a great line up of speakers presenting on a wide range 
of topics specific to vegetation managers. Read more about the VMF on page 3. 

Cheers,  

Nick Bloor
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Note from the CEO

Welcome to Weed Watch, your alert to new and emerging threats. Each month, Dr Sheldon Navie will focus 
on a new and emerging weed and provide you with details on its appearance and distinguishing features to 
assist in ID, as well as best practice control methods. 

Northern Olive (Chionanthus ramiflora) is native to the coastal districts of northern and central Queensland. 
This small or medium-sized tree is occasionally cultivated as an ornamental in South East Queensland. 
This plant has recently begun to spread from cultivated individuals and become naturalised in the western 
suburbs of Brisbane.

Learn more about northern olive by reading our Weed Watch fact sheet on page 4.

Upcoming Events
>	 Vegetation Managers Forum
	 22nd April, Radisson Resort, Gold Coast, QLD

>	 ECO IPWEAQ South West QLD Branch Conference 
	 20th & 21st May, Stanthorpe

>	 World Environmental Day
	 5th June

>	 26th Australian Turfgrass Conference
	 21st - 25th June, Gold Coast, QLD
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Innovation update

Spearhead® is the industry-leading selective 
herbicide from Bayer Environmental 
Science.

Spearhead® has been the standard for 
broadleaf weed control in the Australian turf 
industry since its release in 2001. Spearhead® 
continues to provide outstanding control of 
broadleaf weeds in turf, offering many other 
benefits, including:

Improved efficacy
Reduced rate of chemical use
No volatility concerns
Superior turf safety (cool and warm 
season grasses)
A mix of active ingredients for improved 
resistance management
No odour
S5 Scheduling - safer when handling 
concentrate
Additional surfactants not required

Spearhead® Herbicide for Broadleaf Weed 
control in turf is a formulation containing the 
active ingredients, MCPA as potassium salt, 
clopyralid as potassium salt and diflufenican. 
It is used at an application rate of 5 litres per 
hectare.

Traditional herbicides require high usage 
rates, create volatilisation concerns, often 
produce poor results and are not safe to use 
on some turf species. Spearhead® applies 
significantly less total active ingredient than 
another herbicides, making it safer to the 
public and the environment.

Spearhead® does not use any ester forms of 
active ingredients. Many of the older broad 
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leaf herbicides contain esters that have the 
potential to cause volatilisation problems. 
Ester herbicides have been banned in some 
local government areas due to the risk to off-
target plants.

Current broadleaf turf herbicides have a 
tendency to cause rapid desiccation of weed 
leaves and shoots. Recovery then occurs 
from the significant root systems and/or other 
underground components of the weed. The 
affect of Spearhead® is slower than other 
broadleaf herbicides but the ultimate result is 
more effective with no evidence of regrowth.

Traditionally herbicides used for broadleaf 
weed control in turf in Australia had two 
herbicide mode of action groups, C and 
I. Spearhead® introduced two new active 
ingredients (clopyralid and diflufenican) 
into turf registered products. In addition 
diflufenican was from a new mode of 
action group, Group F, therefore improving 
resistance management. This unique three-
way mixture provides extended weed control 
(season-long) in most situations.

The first trials with Spearhead® commenced 
in 1997. Four years of trial work and 9 years 
of industry use have shown the improved 
efficacy and environmental benefits to turf 
managers in the management of broadleaf 
weeds offered by Spearhead®.

Jyri Kaapro is the Research Manager for 
Bayer Environmental Science Australia. Bayer 
has a strong global and local presence, with 
extensive and impressive product offerings in 
insecticides, herbicides, fungicides and seed 
treatments. Bayer Environmental Science are 
also the sponsor for the upcoming Vegetation 
Managers Forum.

Technigro features in the Landscape Contractor Magazine

Technigro was fortunate enough to feature in the Landscape Contractor Magazine this 
month. Written by Kate Heffernan, the article focuses on our commitment to changing the 
way vegetation is managed. Each year we invest heavily in research and development with 
the aim of finding safer, green and more cost effective methods of vegetation management. 
Technigro is also the lead partner in the Integrated Vegetation Management Project which 
aims at developing a sustainable model for managing mown vegetation in public spaces 
and roadsides.

Read the full article on our website at http://www.technigro.com.au/documents/landscape_
contractor_magazine.pdf

Spearhead

In the news

Seed-head Suppression Trial
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In the news

Countdown to the Vegetation Managers Forum

Technigro is proud to announce a series of Vegetation Managers Forums to be held in South East Queensland during 2010. 
These forums will feature industry renowned speakers focussing on the pressing issues facing vegetation mangers today and 
allow attendees the opportunity to network with others within the industry.

The first forum will be held on the 22nd of April at the Radisson Resort on the Gold Coast. This event will feature the following 
topics and guest speakers:

Vegetation Management in SEQ - Nick Bloor, Technigro

Worker Safety: The Simple Facts - Craig Hutton, Workplace Health & Safety QLD

New Ammunition in the Mowing Battle - Dr Henk Smith, Syngenta

Natural Areas Management on the Gold Coast - Jen Ford, Gold Coast City Council

Programmed Asset Management - Peter Apps, Gold Coast City Council

Latest Emerging Threats in SEQ - Dr Sheldon Navie, Integrated Vegetation Management Project

IVMP Update - Steve Hampton, Integrated Vegetation Management Project

Understanding Herbicides - Ashley Neuendorf, Nuturf Australia

These speakers will share their knowledge and expertise on the problematic issues that the vegetation management industry 
faces on a regular basis.

If you would be interested in attending this event, please contact Lucy on lucy.clark@technigro.com.au.
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Fast Facts
In Queensland, a Class 2 declared plant is established and has, or could have, an adverse economic, environmental or social 
impact. 

All landholders in Queensland must try to keep their land free of Class 2 declared plants.

It is an offence to keep or sell a Class 2 declared plant without a permit. Fines of up to $30,000 apply!
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Perfect conditions to treat Crowsfoot
Crowsfoot (Eluesine indica) is a common weed of lawns and playing fields. Post emergent 
control is most effective when temperatures are below 24°C. This means a narrow window of 
opportunity usually in early Spring and early Autumn, making now the perfect time to work this 
into your treatment schedule. Learn more about Crowsfoot by reading our factsheet on page 
6 or talk to one of our turf specialist on 1800 678 611.  

Crowsfoot

It’s that time of the year
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